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NEW, TOUGH LINE NEEDED: 
NO MORE MR. NICE GUY 


— By ANDREW DETTRE — 


Even the final deathbed wish of the 
Socceroos was not granted for a decent, head- 
high exit from the 1977 World Cup venture: 
the 1-0 loss in Tehran, predictable as it was, 
ended the whole sorry campaign on a demoral- 
ising note. 


In this year’s series Australia lost four matches 
— as many as in the 1965, 1969 and 1973 tourna- 
ments combined, 

In these four games, against Middle East op- 
ponents, we scored a single solitary goal, at 0-2 
against Kuwait, when it mattered little. 

Stunningly’ and humiliatingly, we finished fourth 
in our group of five — our worst World Cup record 
ever. 

Many mistakes of the past were repeated this 
year and, for good measure, new ones were added. 

An incredible total of 8 ‘mutches were played 
out of season, either in March or in October- No- 
vember when, as we are all supposed to know, soccer 
in this country is at a low ebb. 

The team was left in the hands of a completely 
inexperienced young coach with absolutely no flair for 
managership; to compound this grave error, he co- 
opted a 25-year-old ‘assistant coach’ to help’ him. 

The World Cup is not for nice guys, affable 
chaps and pleasant beginners; it's a precise military 


motivation driving relentlessly towards one aim. 

In these areas Jim Shoulder was an unmitigated 
failure and, likeable as he is personally, it would be 
tragically wrong to whitewash him. 

Ever since his appointment he has been prepared 
to live or die by the sword: it is now about to fall. 

And the world is full of precedents for this: in 
top soccer only results and not weird theories and 
tedious explanations can vindicate a coach. Nobody 
is allowed to “grow into” 2 job, 

The infinitely more knowledgeable and _ more 
successful Joe Viasits, for years the celebrated hero 
of the Australian team, paid with his head for our 
unlucky elimination in’ 1969 — by the odd goal, 
after losing a single match out of nine. 

And that team’s sponsorship base, preparation 
period and ASF backing resembled ‘a run down 
orphanage compared to the generous if not luxurious 
conditions enjoyed by the 1977 Socceroos. 

Rale Rasic also paid with his position in 1974 — 
not for a failure but for his lack of diplomatic sense, 
for too often saying the right thing the wrong way. 

Whether he is retained om the ASF payroll or 
not doesn’t concern us — but as national team coach 
he should be removed on December 10 when the 
ASF holds its next meeting. 

His soccer philosophies, his judgments and his 
methods have all failed in the only area that matters — 
in results. 

We don’t share the widespread view that it makes 
no difference who is in charge of the team in 1978 
jas our international program will be limited: the 
rebuilding must start now. 

In 1975 and 1976 the same “manana” view cost 
us two precious years — the turmoil that followed 
with Rale Rasic, Brian Green and then the “com- 
promise” appointment of Shoulder eventually led a 
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with its own discipline, psychology and 1 
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CAMPEONATO MUNDIAL! 


We are proud to be the first to 
reproduce in Australia the official 
poster of the 1978 World Cup finals 
in Argentina, the striking design 
above. 

Right through the early months 
of 1978, we will keep our readers 
up-to-date with information about 
the events leading to the finals; in 
June, we will cover the great event 
on the spot. 


In our first 1978 issue, on Janu- 
ary 20, we will publish the full 
draw of the finals with dates and 
venues. 


Australian fans wishing to travel 
to Argentina next year to see the 
World Cup should book before 
December 20, 


Please see the information inside 
this issue for details and contacts. 


Thanks 


for your 
support 


With this issue, Soccer 
World's 1977 season has 
come to an end, 

It’s been an exciting, 
action-packed year sig- 
naling the start of the 
Philips League, bringing 
to Sydney and Mel- 
bourne the first ever 
international tournament 
and all this against the 
backdrop of our World 
Cup challenge. 

Not everything went 
the way one would have 
hoped for; soccer in 
Australia is still waiting 
for its genius to be dis- 
covered, reshaped and 
made into the country’s 
leading sport. 

But if the various ven- 
tures took us an inch or 
two closer to that goal, 
the season served its 
useful purpose. 

T would like to thank 
all those who, one way 
or another, helped us to 
help soccer throughout 
1977. 

Above all our readers, 
many of whom haye 
been with us for the 
whole of our 20 
and who, with th 


Paper into what 
today. 

Then, of course, our 
advertisers, big" and 
small, corporate and in- 


have heen imperiled. 
I would like to. thank 
the ASF. NSW Federa- 


tion, Philips League, 
other State Federations 
and clubs for their co- 
operation -and interest. 
Finally, my very sin- 
cere thanks fo our writ- 
ers, correspondents, con- 
tributors and _ printers 
who were engaged in 
the weekly production of 
this newspaper, some- 
times under difficult cir- 
cumstances, often for the 
love of the game. 
Soccer World now 
goes on a brief summer 
Vacation and will re- 
appear on January 20, 
1978, beginning its record 
21st year of publishing, 


Andrew Dettre, 


Editor 
ODDS SSESEI ISD IC NO 
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SOCCER WORLD 


December 2, 1977 


LET ME BE SUBJECTIVE 


ABOUT ‘77 JUST ONCE... 


— By ANDREW DETTRE — 


Once a year it’s fun to break away from the self- 
is Soccer World’s credo — even if some friends or foes sh: 


at our claim to that lofty ideal. 


pedantically, 


arriving at some conserva- 
tive conclusions, I would 
like, in this last issue for 
1977, to be completely sub- 
jective in my choices, 

‘And why not? Soccer is, 
like theatre, film or ballet, 
a form of visual art and no 
two people are likely to 
SEE the same even if they 
sit side by side, 

The team that I liked to 
watch most in 1977 was 
Adelaide City. 

Eyer since their first 
visit to Sydney early in the 
season, I liked their smooth, 
elegant, rhythmic ball-play- 
ing style, 

There was adventure in 
Adelaide City’s game, an 
escape from | the rigid 
shackles of formations and 
tactics; they looked as 
oe meee 


though they really enjoyed 
playing a game. 

I am also conyinced that 
Adelaide City came closest 
to the modern trend in 
European soccer where cre- 
ativeness is once again re- 
placing stodgy, cautious, 
system-ridden conservatism. 

Only those teams will be 
able to succeed in the next 
few years which are pre- 
pared to attack, where the 
freebacks link up with the 
midfield, where the entire 
team is in a constant whirl. 

Adelaide City often did 
this — but not always with 
thé same degree of success. 

Still, I feel sure that of 
all the PSL teams they are 
closest to the right track 
to make soccer once again 
spectacular and enjoyable 
instead of just a dour battle 
for some ‘miserable points. 
mcm cem came, 


HABERFIELD SOCCER CLUB 
VI Div. Federation 


COACHES 


wanted for Ist and reserve grade 


Apply in writing stating qualifications and 
experience to: 


Secretary, 
M. Suzor, 


11 Burns Street, 


Petersham, 


Phone: 239-8684 (Bus.) 
599-6802 (Home — after 6 p.m.) 


‘ 
f 
| 
for 1978 season. 
N.S.W. 


1. VIA TAHITI, 


including final. 


World Cup Tour 


to Argentina 
JUNE 1978 


ALTERNATE ROUTES, 
RETURN FARES 


SANTIAGO . 


2, VIA TAHITI, SANTIAGO, MADRID, ROME $1703 
3. VIA LOS ANGELES . 


LAND PACKAGES FROM — 


$990, $1100, $1540 ETC. — DEPENDING ON CLASS OF 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 


This includes — 


@ 30 days stay in Buenos Aires hotel 
@ Tickets. (numbered seats) to 12 World Cup matches, 


BOOKING DEADLINE: DECEMBER 20 
FOR FULL DETAILS AND BROCHURE 


CONTACT AT ONCE 


INCA-SOL TRAVEL 


28 CROSS STREET, DOUBLE BAY, N.S.W. 2028 
Telephones: 328-7163 — 326-1161 


Of the individual players 
the one who impressed me 
most was John Perin, also 
of Adelaide City. 

It’s possible that Jimmy 
Rooney's work-rate and 
grafting were superior, that 
Peter Stone's mobility ‘and 
Murray Bames’ shooting 
power more classical, 

But to me — to my soc- 
cer taste — John Perin 
personified best the ideal 
midfielder who still plays 
this game instead of merely 
struggling in it, 

His impeccable _ ball 
handling, clever, almost 
witty changes of pace, in- 
telligent distribution and, 
above all, clairvoyance on 
the field, all put him in a 
Continental class. 

Perin has one of the 
most educated left feet in 
the business; it's like a 
super sensitive instrument 
reacting to the slightest 
touch of the ball. 

Behind Perin, I would 
tate Marconi's Jimmy Roo- 
ney, Fitzroy'’s Branko Bul- 
jevic, Marconi's Emie 
Campbell, Hakoah’s Hector 
Silva and Footscray’s Josip 
Piciaone — all pure skill 
players. 

Give us 100 more like 
these and we'll have another 
soccer boom. 


$1449 


$1757 


imposed objectivity which 
ake their head in disbelief 


due to his Socceroo experi- 
ence. 

His ability to shield the 
ball, explosive speed over 
short sprints and sangfroid 
in the goalmouth undoubt- 
edly predestine him to a 
bright future. 

One can only hope that 
Kosmina will not be carried 
away by his early successes 
and doesn't allow his pro- 
gress to be cut short by 
outside factors. 

Behind him, I'd rate 

Gary Marocchi of Adelaide 
City, Peter Sharne (Mar- 
coni), Tony Moulis (Can- 
berra), Mendo _ Ristovski 
(Footscray), Sergio Melta 
(Ad. City), Brian Northcote 
(Ad. City), Kev Mullen 
(Hakoah), Robert O'Shea 
(St. George), Joe Senkalski 
(Olympic), ° Duncan Cum- 
mings (Sth, Melb.), Lloyd 
Hardes (Wests), Berti Mar- 
jani_ (Marconi) and Peter 
Tokesi (Br. City). 
_ Indeed, ‘it looks like a 
rich harvest coming up in 
@ year or two; we are not 
short of youthful talent. 

Turning to coaches, I 
really find it difficult to 
single out any one of 
them. 

I admired Edmund Kreft 
for creating a stylish, intel- 
ligent team but indict him 
for allowing his side to 
have so many slip-ups, 

Rale Rasic, the press- 
men’s choice, had perhaps 
the most professional ap- 
proach to his job — but 
failed to win either of the 
two. available plums, 

The quiet de Chaldi 
led Hakoah to a champion- 
ship win and moulded a 
rather starless team into a 
steady, reliable unit, 

And there was John 
Warren, facing the unenvi- 
able job of building not 
just a new team but new 
club out of thin air and 
succeeding in the almost 
impossible task of giving 

inberra a senior team 
which could hold its own 
in top company. 

Perhaps, in retrospect, I'd 
give the palm to Warren not 
so much for his team’s 
Tesults but for his achieve- 
ments in such an unfairly 
a time. 

ie best team display 
that I was lucky enough 
to see was undoubtedly 
Marconi’s 8-1 extravaganza 
over Fitzroy in Melbourne: 
a show even Monchenglad- 
bach could have rightly 
envied. 

.The brilliant midfield 
trio's promptings, the con- 
stant interchanging of the 
strikers and some of the 
classic goals by Campbell 
and Vieri were possibly 
the best performance by an. 
Australian team for many 
years. 


castle. 
Finally, foreign 
visitors. Of teams, I 
liked Celtic best followed 
by — how painful this is 
— Iran; the biggest disap- 
intment was Red Star, a 
jaded, disorganised side, 
Celtic’s McGrain and 
Burns, Arsenal’s_ Liam 
Brady and Kuwait's Fatil 
Khameel would be my first 
four choices if I had to 
start building a new team 
and I would like to see 
more of that highly skilled, 
intelligent and unobtrusive 
Austrian referee Wurtz who 
was in charge of the game 
against Tran. 


those 
the 


— LETTERS — 


VLASITS ON GYMNASTICS 


I would like to make 
some comments on Andrew 
Dettre’s article “OUR BOYS 
LACK PROPER  PRE- 
SOCCER TUNING UP” 
C 


8). 

Firstly I fully agree with 
the article, We are lacking 
adequate. skills. 

Travelling in South-East 
Asia and Europe, constantly 
observing their techniques, 
I find them much more 
skilful than we are, and I 
feel the following points 
will improve our general 
technical standard. 

From the age of 12 years 
we should introduce gym- 
nastics on a regular basis, 
starting with a 20-minute 
session at each training 
period and increasing to 45 
minutes at the age of 16 


years, 

This would be a gradual 
Process, adding five minutes 
each year. 

Gymnastics is important 
because it consists of mus- 
cular movement. 

Only practice and train- 
ing improve motor ability 
and motor fitness together 
with endurance, strength, 
power and flexibility, agility 
and balance, 

Unfortunately in Aust- 
ralia we are lacking the 
last three, 

Regular gymnastics 
should maintain a normal 
balance between _ physical 
and mental activities, 

The benefits of this be- 
come increasingly evident: 
The reflex actions of the 
players become quicker, 
and they feel more alert, 
fitter and physically more 
capable. 

The aim of gymnastics is 
to develop agile players to 
master the basic skills of 
soccer, at the same time 
developing movements of 
the body and limbs designed 
to strengthen muscle groups 
and retain suppleness in the 


joints. 

_ Generally the time given 
in schools for gymnastics 
is limited or none, 

We need bigger and 
better facilities for gym- 
nastics. Unfortunately in 
Australia gymnastics is a 


forgotten and _ neglected 


subject, Gymnastics needs 
intensive practice to achieve 
worthwhile results. 

For junior players, con- 
centrated training is essen- 
shorter periods 


tial, but 


Friday, December 2: 
Country and Western 
Lariots” — 8.00 pm. 

Saturday, December 3: 


DISCO — 7.30 pun. 


FOR MEMBERS’ 


Soccer Club 


Telephone: 


St. George-Budapest 
Soccer Club Ltd. 


84 Victoria Ave., Mortdale 
Telephone: 579-6977 


Thursday, December 1: Midweek Movie — 8.00 p.m 
Movie Matinee — 11.00 am. 


Dance Music — 8,00 pm. 
Final of Talent Quest — 9,00 p.m. 
, December 4; Club Christmas Picnic — 10.00 a.m. 


Wednesday, December 7: DISCO — 7,30 p.m. 


Western Suburbs 


ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FOR MEMBERS 


should be used; no session 


should exceed 90-- 100 
mintites, 
Younger players with 


constant training will de- 
velop staying power and 
use up a large amount of 
energy, In this, they are 
different 
players. 

The exercises, however, 
should be increased gradu. 
ally from very simple levels 
at the beginning, training 
period by training period, 
up to advanced and com- 
plex levels, 

Development of skills 
and performance of move- 
ments quickly and precisely 
should be encouraged, as 
should be ingenuity, 

The aspects of Raat 
particularly developed to 
improve skill are tumbling, 
cartwheels, long jump, high 
jump and’ special apparatus 
vaults horses and boxes, 
parallel bars, wall bars and 
mals. 

In the more advanced 
stages, trampolines provide 
excellent opportunity for 
development of _ technique 
and control, Gymnastics 
should be aimed at the 
development of the individ- 
ual_ players, : 

If coaches perform their 
task correctly, players should 
improve their own endur- 
ance, suppleness, strength, 
speed and ability. 

We have talent here but 
coaches don’t develop the 
raw materials correctly, 

Lastly, to develop the 
necessary ball sense a player 
should practice in his own 
time 25 to 40 minutes daily 
with the ball and in the 
latter stages to carry out 
automatically the co-ordina- 
tion of mind and muscle 
necessary for ball control 
and the correct feeling of 
weight and force. 

It is also important to 
have “fighting spirit” and 
willpower, both play an 
important part in overcom- 
ing depression. It also pro- 
vides motivation from the 
coach and self motivation 
from the players. 

We hope that in a short 
time we will see more 
gymnastics at training and 
that, as a result, players 
will be graceful, supple and 
have adequate skills on the 
pitch. J. Viasits, 


Director of 
New South Wales Coaching 


from senior 


Night with “The Singing 


INFORMATION 


William St., Five Dock 


83-8672 


Friday, December 2: CABARET NIGHT. 


Saturday, December 3: THE CRISAFI TRIO, 
South Australien vocal and instrumental stars. 


Sunday. December 4: PEGGY and ENZO TOPPANO, 
international instrumental and vocal duo. 
At 2 p.m: Movie — “Shout at the Devil,” starring 
Lee Marvin and Roger Moore. 


‘Tuesday, December 6; EUCHRE NIGHT. 


December 2, 1977 


ASF meets in 


Sydney 


Dec. 10 


The annual general meeting of the 


ASF will be held in 


Sydney on Dec. 10, 


at the Boulevard Hotel. 


During the AGM a pro- 
motional soccer film by 
Coca Cola will be screened. 

The meeting will receive 
the financial report of the 
World Cup challenge, ob- 
viously showing a loss. 

Ived wil be ‘surpisingty 
volys e 8 ly 
small, thanks to the spon- 
sorship the ASF has re- 
ceived as well as their Con, 
World Cup reserves kept 
from 1974, 


Jim Shoulder’s future 


with the ASF is certain to j 


be discussed, 


His contract as regional 
director of coaching runs 
for another year. 

Unless he decides to 
resign, Shoulder is likely to 
be retained in charge of the 
national under-19 team as 
well as an organiser of 
coaching courses. 

Following the AGM, the 


Executive will hold is| 
meeting. 
Let's hope that they will | 


show good sense and decide 
to send a lative to 
the January FIBA Congres 

in ‘Buenoa st Aires, despite the the 
current about inter- 
national affairs. 


Ast be feprsend. tthe 
represented at the 
de be srpxeted the 

wo! inter as the 

sulk of bad losers. 

It should be also borne 
in mind that FIFA's presi- 
dent Joao Havelange and 
secretary general Dr, Hel- 


mut Kaser have visited 
Australia twice in the last 
two. years. 


Good manners and com- 
mon sense dictate that our 


contacts with FIFA and | !-. 


with leaders of other mem- 
ber countries be properly 
maintained. 


PSL CLUBS 
MAY RETURN 


* Logic almost lost out when retention of 


third grade teams in State Leag 


Second and 


Third Divisions just scraped home 19-17 at the 


Federation AGM. 


Not enough NSW clubs 
have yet recognised 
velopes of lca tant. © 
Yelopers: oft local o. 
how long will 

Left right Be in the 
cold and due for correction 
is the issue of admission 
of lower teams of the five 
NW" League teams to 

Federation competi- 


Second or Third Division. 
Perhaps the issue is being 
nng-eeearily offset against 
Promotion and _relega- 
ten Position from State to 


national league, which 


is 
that being worked on by the 


PSL and ASF. 


Placement of the second 
and third teams is a matter 
that could well occupy the 
attention of the new State 
Executive and president 
Karl Rodny, as a solution 
will do much to establish 
the code on a better coer 


St. George president 
Bordacs has had talks wit 
Peter McCann on the sub- 
ject in recent weeks. 


Now he is likely to con- 
tinue discussions with Karl 


SOCCER WORLD 


IRAN v. AUSTRALIA 1-0 
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MEEK, TEPID SHOW ENDS 


OUR DOOMED CUP RUN 


— From a Special Reporter — 


The patri 


ic hope that the Socceroos would end their dismal World Cup 


campaign on a eight note died quickly before 100,000 chanting Iranians as they 
saw their team hammer Australia for all but a few minutes of the all important group 


deciding match. 


Kuwait in the 


For Australia’ the ‘match Ghassempour 


meant nothing more than 
a last taste of World Cup 
football for another four 
years, as our campaign had 
already been cut short by 
the second loss to Kuwait, 
the week prior to the Iran 
match, by a similar score, 


However, although the 
match against Iran = = 
longer any 


fais in the World Cup it it 
was generally thought that 
the Socceroos would at 
least go out in a blaze of 
glory, and perhaps even 
influence the outcome of 


was deflected wide for a 
corner. 

Following on from ‘this 
came a great chance for 
Marocchi to 


break past Byrne or Cur- 
Tan, both looking rather 
ponderous, and then fire in 
crosses to Jahani, 


In the 25th minute the 


after controlling the ball, 
sent it crashing onto an 


The Iranians _ justifiably 
began to feel that the match 
was theirs for the taking 
and continued with the 
breaks along the wing, 
being brilliantly led by 
their captain Parvin, 

Nearly every loose ball 
was picked up by the little 
Iranian dynamo — a super 
Rooney — and he used 
every ball to its fullest. 

In the 28th minute it 
was Parvin himself who 
tested the Aussie rearguard 
with a probing run, only 
being denied a shot on goal 
by a timely tackle from 
Marocchi who slipped the 
ball back to Maher. 

For Australia only Alston 
represented any danger to 
the Iranian goal, occasion- 
a breaking out on loping 


Ollerton was immobile 
and predictable while Ab- 
onyi, fie when we needed 
his skill and brilliant flashes, 


mana, to hide from 
100,000 people, making the 
whole Australian attack 
ineffectual. 

As halftime approached 
it sees as if a minor 


miracle might occur and 

the Aussies may struggle to 

an_undeserved draw. 
However, that man Par- 


int, vin had other ideas, and 
yaad Ptkely ee after carving the Australian 
flanks would be the Soccer- left flank to pieces he pro- f 


Rodny, on behalf of the 
five PSL clubs. 


The 


Australian 


Soccer 


Federation 


gratefully acknowledges the continued and valued 


support of 


UMBRO and ADIDAS 
and thanks TAA & QANTAS 


for their help in the travel arrangements 
of the Socceroos in 1977. 


vided Jahani with a perfect 
cross, and to the deafening 
roar of a packed stadium 
Jahani made it 1-0 in the 
44th minute. 

go goal totally demoral- 
ised the Aussies, just as 
Dave — Harding's penalty 
miss right before the break 
had demoralised them in 
Melbourne, and so in the 
second half very little was. 
expected of the Socceroos, 

This was just what hap- 
pened, and for half an hour 
it was one-way traffic to 
the Australian goal. 

All spirit had left the 
team, and although little 
John’ Nyskohus _ replaced 
Atti Abonyi, the Australian 
attack was just going 
through the motions and 
eae little resistance to 

in. 


‘y pleased, 
‘vith Parvin’ and” *adelkhani 


controlling the match to 
Tran’s need, the 
re second just 


It was interesting to note 
that Mario Zagalo, Kuwait's 
Brazilian coach was in the 
stadium for the match, ob- 
viously praying for a minor 
miracle in the form of an 
Aussie revival, 

However, with the pace 
and style of the match 
firmly set by Iran there was 
No way that Australia could 
get into a dominant posi- 
tion. 


In the 55th minute a 
weak headed clearance by 
Marocchi was fired just wide 
by Parvin, in a let-off for 
the Socceroos. 

More action was to fol- 
low when in the ou 
minute Wilson allowed 
loose ball to bobble about, 
giving Adelkhani a great 
chance to score, but he put 
the ball past the post, 


Apart from this rare 


error, Wilson was having a 
good game, coming into his 
own with the marshalling 
of a ‘rearguard action’, and 
being ably supported by Col 


Bennett, 
However, it was down 
the wings that Australia 


continued to look suspect 
and it was here that Iran 
pushed their attacks, with 
Parvin being the. chief 
tormentor. 

In the 65tth minute Par- 
vin combined well with 
Jahani only to see the 
latter's shot charged away 


for a corner. 

It was then that Adel- 
khani_ received a yellow 
card for disputing the lines- 
man’s positioning of the 
ball within the quarter circle 
at the corner flag. 

Australia’s midfield was 
becoming increasingly non- 
existent, with no, one willing 
to challenge Parvin for 
mastery of the centre field. 

As a result every loose 
ball was picked up by this 
Iranian powerhouse and the 
Socceroos’ defence was 
under constant ‘pressure. 

In the 75th minute Adel- 
khani could have made it 
2-0 when he latched onto 
a Parvin cross and after 
making room for himself — 
swept the ball just wide. 

Tran then entered the 
traditional time — wasting 
period with 10 minutes to 
go. a foolish thing indeed 
for them, as a draw against 
the Aussies would have put 
the pressure on them in 
their last match against 
Kuwait. 

Once Iran let their grip 
uy midfield slip, both 

larocchi and Stone became 
more involved, and twice 
in the last 10 minutes Aust- 
ralia could have equalised. 

In the 79th minute Peter 
Stone latched onto a long 


throw from Peter Wilson 
and sent his shot just past 
the post with the defence 
flat_footed. 

Then fran’s back passing 
game almost ‘back fired’ 
with only a minute remain- 
ing when Alston stole in 
between a defender and the 
‘keeper to intercept a pass 
and only just hit the ball 
oe 

jowever, by this stage 
that goal would have meant 
nothing to anybody except 
Zagalo, nervously muttering 
rosaries in Portuguese, 

So as the match drew to 
a close we could only thank 
our lucky stars that the 
numerous dangerous Iranian 
chances had not been con- 
verted and that the score- 
line read a ‘respectable’ 1-0 
to Iran. 

Another point to rue over 
is that in the four games 
against the Middle East 
countries, Iran and Kuwait, 
we managed to score only 
once; we conceeded 5 and 
we lost all four matches, 

In this match it was 
more of a case of the 
hopelessness of the Aust- 
ralian team’s ambitions ag- 
ainst the adrenalin pumping 
through the Iranian players, 
knowing that a victory 
would ensure them of the 
honor of representing Asia 
in rae. 

Tran: Nazari, 
Kazerani, Auta, Eskan- 
darian, Chassempour, Par- 
vin, Sadeghi, Khourshidi, 
Jahani, Adelkhani, 
Australia: Maher, Byrne, 

Curran, 


Wilson, Bennett, 
Marocchi, Rooney, 
Alston, Ollerton. 
Nyskohus 46 for 
M. Kitabdjian 
(France), 
«Crowd: 100,000. 


Scorer: Jahani (44m). 


CRUISE-N-FLY 
TO LONDON 
FOR $725 


Fare includes: — 


Singapura” with 


Flight to Perth with TAA; 


Seven-day cruise on the fine “Kota 


all meals; 


Two nights twin hotel accommod- 


ation with breakfast in Singapore; 


Charter jet to London. 


Call us for further details: — 


7 


Palarga bires 


364 SUSSEX STREET, 
SYDNEY, N.S.W. 


Tel.: 26-2008/9 or 26-3526 
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Holla 


deep gloom py 


Dutch fans are rather 
gloomy about Holland’s 
chances in next year’s 
World Cup finals. 
feel that without 

— who is adamant 
about missing the series — 
their team is not half as 
good as with him. 

To make it worse, Ren- 
senbrink and Geels are also 
likely to withdraw from the 
team for “personal reasons.” 

It seems unlikely that 
Holland will be able to 


repeat its 1974 perform- 
ances. x 
Then the majority of 


stars were still playing 
together in Ajax Amster- 
dam. 


Now this vital “bloc” has 
vanished, as Ajax have sold 
Cruyff, Neeskens, Rep and 
Suurbier. 

Cruyff says that he is 
not interested in the World 
Cup because he doesn't 
want to leave his family for 
six weeks. 

However, close friends 
believe that Cruyff is re- 
luctant to go to Argentina 
because he is fearful for his 


nd in 


security: he could be a 
prime target for a kidnap 
attempt. 

The coaching crisis 
doesn't help Holland's cause 
either. 

The man in charge, if 
temporarily, is the Austrian 
Ernst Happel — coach of 
the Belgian Feyenoord. 

His assistant, Jan Zwart- 
kruis has declined to take 
over the team and prefers 
to be No. 2 while staying 
in the Dutch Air Force, 

So, in actual fact, sere on 
isn’t anybody in full ‘charge 
of the team, with Happel 
in Belgium and Zwartkruis 
lacking final authority. 

‘Three key players are 
getting close to the veteran 
stage: goalie Jan Jongbloed 
is 37, fullback Wim Suur- 
bier 32 and Wim Van 
Hanegem 34 — far from 
ideal for the ordeals of a 
Cup. 
if Cruyff changes 
d, Holland’s pros- 
pects improve dramatically. 

So now everything hinges 
on the —_ temperamental 
Johan . . - 


JOYLESS . 
HAMBURGER 


‘The long simmering crisis 
in the top German club 
Hamburger SV finally came 
to an end — with a sur- 

jing outcome. 

Controversial | manager 
Dr. Peter Krohn told *his 
club that coach Rudi Gut- 
endorf had to be dismissed 


management 
bene Dr. Krohn offered 
is own resignation. 

The club accepted this — 
and at the same time sent 
Gutendorf on a two-month 
vacation, handing the team 
to his assistant, the Turkish 
Arkoc Ozcan, who kept goal 
for Hamburg in the 1960s, 


Meanwhile, Dr. Krohn is 
allegedly plotting. to oyer- 
throw the club’s president 
Paul Benthien at the next 
general elections. 

Hamburg, after a brilliant 
start in the season, have 
lost form — and crowds. 

‘Now it's a huge problem 
to meet the wages bills and 
other expenses amounting 
to rani $350,00 a 


month. 

Sydney fans will recall 
that in the 1960s, Guten- 
dorf brought the talented 
VfB Stuttgart on a brief 
tour and then was guest of 
honor at a reception in. the 
Concordia club. 


Fly the Friendly Way 


_LATIN 


oe ord Cup vias Tor for 1978. 


On March $_ they will 
play Sweden in Rio and in 
April they will play a series 
of matches in Europe and 
Africa against France 
(April 1), West Germany 
(April 5), Atletico Madrid 


PLANS 


its (April 7) .and) England 
(April 19). 

Peru, another World Cup 
qualifier, also plans a long 
European tour, taking in 
eight matches: Scotland, 
Belgium, France, Italy, 
Spain, Poland and Rumania 
are certain. 

Next month team man- 
ager Calderon expects to be 
confirmed in his position 
by the Peruvian Associa- 
tion. 


West Europe 


@ Bayern Munchen’s de- 
cline in the Bundesliga con- 
finues: they loot dheir’ bast 
five matches and, eae 


@ Schalke’s management 
calculates that their team’s 
elimination from the UEFA 
Cup has cost them an ex- 
pected revenue of $350,000 
in the next round. Mean- 
while, their coach Friedel 


Rausch has been suspended Lill 


for four months for his 
part in the 1973 bribe 
scandal when he used some 
$10,000 to bribe players 
from Duisburg and Ham- 
burg. To complete the 
gloom, Schalke star Erwin 
Kremers Gate a broken 
leg in the match em 
Gladbach and will 
plaster for six belt 
@ The German Football 
Association has ordered 
Hannover 96 to sell players 
— at least $120,000 to 
their pressing debts 


totalling $1,500,000, 

@ In the Austrian cham- 
pionship, FK Austria has 
raced to a commanding 
si Boing lead after 13 


Dutch supporters have 
collected 20,000 signatures 
begging Johan Cruyff to 
change his mind and accept 
selection for next year's 
World Cup finals, However, 


for the time being Cruyff is 
adamant. 


@ italy will stage the 
finals of the 1980 European 
Championship. Other can- 
didates were Germany, Swit- 
zerland, Holland, Greece 
and England. 


@ SV Hamburg are re- 
portedly interested in en- 
gaging ex-Yugoslav _inter- 


@ Roger Vonlanthen, 
manager Oo scientagagiee 
recently claimed that’ the 
Swiss Press was partly re- 
sponsible for the decline of 
the country’s soccer. He 
claimed that newspaper 
criticism of the overall 
Swiss standard has caused 
“moral and financial dam- 
age” to soccer. The Swiss 
Press has rejected the al- 
legations saying that Von- 
lanthen was naive if he 
thought that the fans could 
be misled into believing that 
what they saw was 
soccer and not a very sub- 
standard fare. 


Muller ‘joined 
FC Koln in 1973 from the 
juniors on 2 free 


he was adopted as a teen- 
ager, 

@ In Stuttgart, 
friendly internati 
Germany beat Sa etna 
4-1. The last time the Swiss 
beat the Germans was in 
1956 — in Frankfurt. 

@ Inter Milan’s president 
M. Fraizzoli will probably 
retire at the end of the cur- 
rent season — his wife has 
had enough of being a 
‘soccer widow.’ 

@ By 95 votes to 14, 
the Danish Football ' As- 
sociation has decided aS 
introduce a professional set- 
up of three divisions. 


@ The eli reer club 
lestrom demanding 


$15;00 ompention ro 

Docherty who 
donee tabyoar kedacter 
ee ee oa 


Fs 


withdrew im order to stay 
in English soccer. 
The Americas 


tion is up in arms about 
the behaviour of the Brazil- 


game. 
several 
players were drunk when 
they arrived in the stadium 
— and the reserves were 
smoking on the bench dur- 
ing the game. Now the 
Bolivians have decided not 


@ Tampa Bay Rowdies, 
one of the top US teams, 
is keen to engage the bril- 
iant Danish striker of 
Borussia Monchengladbach, 
Allan Simonsen and is re- 
portedly prepared to pay 
$1,000,000 for him. 

@ Boca Juniors and 
Borussia Monchengladbach 
will play the Intercontin- 
ental Cup final on December 
20 (Buenos Aires) and 
March 21 (Dusseldorf). 

@ Four = Argentinian 
policemen have been ar- 
rested for assaulting and 
beating to death a former 
player, Waldino Aguirre, 
who was charged with 
drunkenness. 


© Cesar-Luiz Menotti, 
of 


manager of Argentina says 
that of all the expatriate 
stars now playing in Europe, 
he counts most on Kempes, 
Wolff and Ayala in next 
year's World, Cup finals, 
@ Pele has calculated 
that during his 20 years in 


top seccer he has met 10 kings, Branko Ob 
five emperors, 70 presidents 


and 40 heads of state. 

@ The Cosmos squad of 
22 players includes only 
two born in the USA, one 
of them the goalie. Soccer 
made in the USA? 

@ The ‘Americans are 
mad about statistics in sport 
and record every type of 
odd statistics during a 
match. For example, accord- 


lag then with Leeds, 


atch tain of QPR, 


in the 
NASA final in Portland, 
Oregon, were scored in the 
19.05, 23.13 | and 77.19 


ing to their. official rec 
the three goals ie 


earthed a brilliant young 


striker 
19. 

@ Nottingham — Forest 
president Brian Appleby has 
admitted that the FA has 
asked him for permission 
to approach Brian Clough 
i, the England manager's 
jo 


in Trevor Aylott, 


_ ater 
firmly announ that he 
wasn’t — int Bobby 
Moore and Geoff Hurst 
are his two 


received severe buff in 
recent ios Since the 1966 
World’ Cup final, there 
have been 14 occasions 
when foreign teams have 
gone to Wembley and ay- 
oided defeat; three of them 
have actually won: West 
Germany, Italy and Hol- 
Jand. 


@ Malcolm Macdonald 
has become the first Arsenal 
Player to be sent off at 


Highbury since 1970, 
happened in the recent 
match against Coventry 


where he hit Yorath in the 
face — after Yorath had 
brutally fouled him from 
behind. Earlier this year 
another Arsenal player, 
Nelson, was also sent 
after a clash with Yorath 
at Coventry. It will be re- 
membered that it was the 
same Yorath who, in the 
1975 European Cup final, 

Rppted 
one Bayern defender after 
two minutes of play by 
stepping on his knee — 
and putting him out for six 
months. 

@ Gerry Francis, cap- 
has returned 
to playing with the reserves, 
after a seven-week lay off 


a injury. 
Hughes, the 


Emlyn 

England star defender; “Pity 
that we have found our 
team too late. If the elim- 
ination series could start 
all over again, I'm sure 
England would qualify, not 
Italy.” 

@ Frank McLintock has 
told the Leicester manage- 
ment that unless they are 
prepared to buy new play- 
ers, he will resign. 


East Bloc 


@ Dynamo Kiev won 
the Soviet championship 
title ‘ahead of Dynamo 
Tbilisi and Torpedo Mos- 


cow. Karpati will be rele- 


from Braunschweig for the 
vital World Cup match ag- 
ainst Spain on Nov. 30 but 

about — the 


@ The big surprise of 
the Hungarian champion- 
ship so far — apart from 


the dismal performance of tracl 


the popular Ferencyaros — 
is the equal first. placing of 
MTK, after 13 rounds. 

@ According to the sum- 
mary of the TASS news- 
agency, the Soviet team had 
one of its worst seasons 
ever, The national side 


Tt thing 


played 10 games, winning 
only five and failed in the 
World Cup. The Soviet's 
next_ international will be 
on March 8 against West 
Germany. 


The World Cup 


Egypt beat Tunisia 3-2 
in the African final qualify- 
ing group for the World 
Cup, ‘watched by a crowd 
of 120,000. 


+ GROUP STANDINGS 


P WOLFE A Pt 

Egypt 320167 4 
Nigeria 4.1125 43 
Tunisia 3 1) 1 3°39 3 
of the 


@ Organisers 
World Cup finals expect a 
revenue of $US26.5 mil- 
lion. From this FIFA will 
gh $Us2. nel ried and 
e partici coun- 
tries $US17 million, Would 


have been lovely for the 
Socceroos to that 

@ Franz Beckenbauer 
has officially + informed 
manager Schon that, he 
would not be available for 
next year’s World Cup 


finals, as the US season will 
be in full swing in June and 
his clubs Cosmos, will need 


Argentina which can beat 
anybody on its day,” he 
says. 

@ Tunisia is the favorite 
for the African World Cup 


off group. The last match will 


be played on December 11, 
Tunisia _y. Egypt and a 
home win would be enough 
for qualification. 

@ In their elation after 
the decisive match against 
Bulgaria (3-1) which took 
France to the World Cup 
finals, sportswriters 

Hidalgo — 
coach of the team — as 
their player of the month, 

@ At the close of regis- 
trations, a total of 6,237 
journalists sought accredita- 
ton for next year’s World 
Cup finals; more than half 
from outside Argentina and 
a reported 45 from Aust: 
ralia . 

es Ally” McLeod, man- 
ager of Scotland, is in 
Argentina selecting’ quarters 
for his team for next year. 
He is also inspectin; 
the venues of the Word 


Cup matches, 
@ Young Dutch star 
Jan | Peters: “How more 


sensible the Germans are, 
They lost Beckenbauer and 
promptly replaced him, Life 

Here in 
Folland, the whole. countrg 
is on ‘its knees begging 
Cruyff to play for us and 
nobody gives a damn about 
the preparations for 1978.” 


jiege (Belgium) 0, 
(France) 2, Torino (italy) 1, 
Aston Villa (England) 2; 
Atletico Bilbao oslo) 0, 

h (England) 3, Bar- 
celona (Spain) 0, 
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PHILIPS LEAGUE ’77 


MARCONI TOSSED 
AWAY ITS CHANCES 


— By ANDREW DETTRE — 


Marconi are in danger of becoming an Olympic on a higher 
scale — invariably promising more than is actually delivered, 


Their first PSL season 
was rather in that old 
tradition though an element 
of bad luck did influence 
the outcome, 

Marconi lost the League 
race on goal _ difference, 
then lost the Philips Cup 
on penalties — surely two 
of the most narrow misses 
one could imagine. 

However, coach Rale 
Rasic and the club would 
make a mistake if they 
wrote it off all just to 
sheer bad luck. 

In the PSL Marconi, 
sitting pretty in the box 
seat, all but threw the title 
away in the last few weeks 
with inexplicable losses of 
points. t 

Even in their very last 
match they had a chance. 
But a team which, in such 
a tight situation, concedes 
three goals in less than 10 
minutes — the last 10 
minutes of the entire season 
— can blame only its own 
weaknesses, 


remember 
from 1977 rather than the 
few fatal errors. 

Almost throughout the 
season they gave the im- 
pression of being one of 
the most powerful and 
colorful teams in Australia. 

On their day — as Fitz- 
roy will testify — they 
could be irresistible, coming 
perhaps closest to a well 
Grilled, well __structured 
European side, if not in 
style than in the application 
of resources. 

However, the seven points 
out of a possible total of 
eight they dropped to Ade- 
laide City and Canberra 
led to their undoing in the 
end. 

One would have also ex- 
pected that at Bossley Park, 


one of the real home 
grounds in Sydney soccer, 
Marconi would be more 


menacing and deadly than 
they actually were. 

But they won only seven 
of their 13 home matches 


and five times failed to 
score a single goal there. 

It seems that Marconi 
may not reach the top until 
they can turn Bossley Park 
into a veritable lion's den 
— and for that they must 
begin to attract better 
crowds than they did in 
1977. 

Indeed, their average 
home gate of 3,304 was dis- 
appointing by “Italian stan- 
dards” and certainly a far 
cry from the potential of 
APIA a few years ago when 
they ruled the roost, without 
enjoying the splendid facili- 
ties and atmosphere Bossley 
Park offers. 

For once, Marconi bought 
judiciously, acquiring only 
two ex-APIA stalwarts but 
their contribution to the 
team was considerable. 


CLUB 
= 


ance) 


The veteran Rooney had 
his best season ever and 
added mobility and direc- 
tion to an already impres- 
sive midfield. 

Russell gradually replaced 
Hucker at freeback and 
fitted well into the team’s 
defensive patterns, 

And that defence, as the 
lowest number of goals 
conceded indicates, was the 
hidden strength of the team. 

Maher in goal matured 
further while the Jones 
(Robertson) -Prskalo-Russell 
(Hucker)-Degney quartet 
had a lot of character, 

Prskalo, in fact, was one 
of the most unsung heroes 
of the side: his polished, 
intelligent play as sweeper 
was only occasionally mar- 


WHEN YOU THINK OF 


TILES 


THINK OF THE EXPERTS : 


LEHMANN 
BROS. PTY. LTD. 


658 BOTANY ROAD, ALEXANDRIA 
TELEPHONE: 669-6255 


red by his tendency to be 
too casual and risk taking. 
Degney has done enough 
to come into national team 
calculations and perhaps his 
time will arrive in 1978. 
The Rooney - Richards - 
ied midfield trio was one 
the best in Australia — 
and would have been even 
if young Byme’ had 
mot gone through a Jean 
patch lasting some weeks, 
Richards, now retired, 
was flamboyant and enter- 
prising as ever and it's 
difficult to imagine how he 
can be replaced next term. 
If the team had any 
weaknesses at all it was, 
right through the season, 
in attack where some bril- 


liant displays alternated 
with sterile, _ frustrating 
spells. 


Campbell, on the whole, 
was the leader of this attack 
and it was surprising to 
see him being so consis- 
tently ignored by Jim 
Shoulder, 

Campbell has now mat- 
ured into the most skilful 
aon f d fame 
pl re, fast ant ive 
as well into the bargain. 

The two _ youngsters, 
Sharne and Mariani, have 
proved Rasic’s faith in them 
Justified: by season's end 


Potentially classy strikers, 
In. Mariani’s case it took 

a trifle longer as he had 

to move aside to let in 
t player Vieri, but 

harne’s progress in 1977 

was nothing short of 

sensational. 
In 


prove further and become 
assets of the national side, 

Vieri, after a hesitant 
debut, ‘became the darling 
of the Marconi crowds: his 
display against Fitzroy will 
be talked about for a long 
lime over coffee and pizza. 

Vieri was one of the few 
guest players whose brief 
interlude could be classified 
as a success. 


the others, young 
Williams had few chances 
to prove worth, Selvage 


found jit difficult to secure 
for himself a permanent 
spot and Carrizo, after a 
few early games, packed his 
as and went to live in 


A credit to  Rasic's 
methods is the fact that of 
all the PSL clubs, Marconi 
used the smallest number 
of players (17) and had six 
players turning out in all 
26 games, 

One doesn't see any 
major problems for 1978 — 
Provided they do find a re- 
Placement for Richards in 
midfield. 


Tf the one extra year in 
age argues against Jim Roo- 
ney’s effectiveness, the same 
one year will certainly im- 
Prove Sharne and Mariani. 

With Rasic staying at the 
helm for at least another 
season, Marconi’s major 
task should be to rebuild 
its local support into some- 
thing like Adelaide City’s. 

But this is a promotional 
and not coaching problem 
and rather commonly shared 
by most PSL clubs with 
Marconi. 


This was Canberra’s un- 
expected, almost overnight 
decision to join in the elite 
league. 

Even more stunningly, 
the experiment was much 
more of a success than 
most critics outside Can- 
berra itself had predicted. 

Canberra City was cre- 
ated out of literally thin 
{air: a handful of enthusias- 
| tic officials, a band of 
loyal supporters and man- 
Jager John Warren, relish- 
ing the challenge ' of yet 
another “first” in his color- 
ful career brought off this 
coup. 5 
Only the most foolhardy 
expected instant results; 
with a hastily assembled 
crew operating on a shoe- 
string budget, Warren's 
sole ambition was to keep 
the club going, to gradually 


build up its power base and 
to avoid being laughed off 
the field. 

That Canberra City 
achieved all these — and 
perhaps more — is a 


tribute to all concemed, 

Within one year, Aust- 
ralia’s capital city, the long 
dormant public servi 
haven and a backwater 
major sports has gained na- 
tional prominence through 
soccer. 

Players came from all 
quarters of the country — 
and the globe: the brilliant 
Henderson from South 
Africa, the disappointing 
Langone and Salgado from 
Argentina, the oncer Kojsza 
from Vienna, the speedy 
| Kawaleva from Fiji; young 
| Australians, experienced 
Scots; players bought, beg- 
ged and borrowed. 

Towards the end even 
Noddy Alston joined the 
mob, leaving his Florida 
pleasure ground at Tampa 
Bay to make a welcome 
return to Australia. 

Not surprisingly, several 
of the players, quickly ac- 
quired with a super-market 
technique, failed to settle 
down and produce what 


Warren had expected of 
them. 
The South Americans 


didn’t make the grade and 
the constructive John Stod- 
dart refused to move house 
and home to Canberra; 
these dropped out of the 
picture. 

The borrowed Haynes 
left reluctantly, Kojsza’s 
temporary clearance was 
withdrawn and then the 
biggest blow of them all, 
young John Davies’ in- 
decision over his dual 
‘nationality’ sidelined him 
for the best part of the 
season for both Canberra 
and Croatia. 

But there were pluses in 
abundance to compensate 
for these setbacks, 

In Steve Hogg and Deniel 
Moulis, Canberra City un- 
earthed two young lions 
who, with proper further 
soccer education and the 
right attitude, could reach 
the top. ; 

Brian Stoddart, despite 
his nagging injuries and the 
strapping Tony Henderson, 
were star acquisitions. 

Goalie Ron Tilsed, at 
first discarded then redis- 
covered, at last proved his 
ltalent ‘and so did Tvan 


Gruicic who, in his earlier 
career, led a somewhat 
nomadic life without ever 
making his mark until his 
arrival in Canberra, 

In Boskoy, Brown and 
Cant Canberra had three 
other steady, reliable play- 
ers and Stark as well as 
O'Connor played their parts 
in the team’s gradual 
progress, 

Even the veteran Argen- 
tinian Vic Fernandez, assis- 
tant to Warren, sallied back 
into the fray ‘on four oc- 
casions showing that if 
you're a truly skilled player 
— and reasonably fit — 
even at 38 you will stand 
your ground. 

Canberra City _ finished 
second last on the table — 
but a mere four points 
behind Sydney Olympic 


who have had some 16 
years of first division ex- 


perience; a far from un- 
acceptable result. 
Although their home 


record was disappointing, 
in away matches they col- 
lected “more points than 
Philips Cup winners Bris- 
bane City. 

Their best achievements 
have been against Marconi, 
taking three points off the 
Sydney cracks — and this, 
ultimately, cost the Rasic 
boys their title. 

Even in the field of spec- 
tators Canberra was any- 
thing but a flop: they out- 
drew Mooroolbark and 
Wests. 

If their crowds were 
modest, bear in mind the 


Canberra brought a 
breath of fresh air 


In the hurly-burly of the new Philips League, one of the most 
exciting adventures ever to be undertaken in 
received the attention it deserved. 


Australian soccer never 


fact that these had to be 
built from sea level. 

It was a hard core of 
supporters, which helped 
Canberra City to survive. 

With a level of enthusi- 
asm absent in most if not 
all other PSL clubs, they 
stood behind their team, 
helped out with finances) 
travelled to see their mat- 
ches in Sydney and turned 
themselves into a Mini Kop- 
type of cheering squad, 

What is the future of 
Canberra — will the ex- 
periment fail once the initial 
enthusiasm fades? 

One would like to believe 
not. Warren has decided to 
stay with the club — and 
for this pioneering-market- 
ing post they couldn't find 
anybody more suitable, 

In the off-season a large, 
organised campaign will get 
under way to raise more 
Ce from the — vast 
public service departments 
and to obtain added spon- 
sorship for the running of 
i seb 

‘ew will argue the point 
that Canberra is a valuable 
acquisition to the Australian 
soccer camp or that its 
Potential is considerable, 

One can only hope that 
the base on ‘which their 
inaugural season was built 
can be widened and streng- 
thened in 1978. 

They will also need a few 
more players — more of 
the Hogg and Moulis. type 
ay talents than dubious 
and expensive imports, 

Their splendid new home 
ground, the Bruce Stadium, 
will be the envy of the rest 
of Australia ‘and should 
attract those finecky fans 
who were put off by the 
spartan conditions at Man- 
uka Oval. 

All in all, Canberra can 
face a bright future if those 
in the club and behind it 
are prepared to toil for a 
few more seasons, 

And for the sake of 
Australian soccer, we hope 
there are many such souls 
in our capital ‘city, 

— A. Dettre 


UNIVERSITY 
OF NSW 
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COACH | 


. (Paid position) 


And: Players 
Needed in 1978. 


Students — find out the advantages of playing 
with University. 


(or player-coach) | 


Contact club president 
Phone: 344-8706. 
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NSW I-—Il DIVISIONS REVIEWED 


THE GONG DIDNT SAVE 
WOLLONGONG THE BRAVE 


— By KEITH 


GILMOUR — 


Throw the mind back to the succession of top clubs from the Coast that 
preceeded Wollongong City. Safeway, Balgownie, South Coast United, Corrimal 
Rangers, Woonona-Bulli. . . 


Remember then a few of 
the players, from Peter Wil- 


Harris, _ Bobb; 
Bobby _ Bignall, 
Ted Drain and Jimmy 
Cunningham. 

Most of the clubs drew 
from local talent, some from 
a varied blend of locals 
and imports, with Safeway 
bringing in migrant players 
with sponsorship support. 

Then, when the bubble 
burst, crowds dwindled 
from the strong support that 
packed into the tight Woo- 
nona ground to a very 
limited following indeed, 

By 1977 it was Wollon- 
gong City trying to do it 
alone. 

The drop in big name 
opponents left the City bat- 
tling to draw a reasonable 
crowd and keep the flag 
flying at Berkeley Sports 
Ground, 

‘At times, when top at- 
tractions were available in 
the Southern NSW Premier 
League, Wollongong City 
were well and truly out- 
drawn, 

They battled on to end 
up seventh on the Roth- 
mans League table, which 
was as good as player- 
coach Kevin Perkins could 
have expected. 

The club's home record 
was sound, but two wins, 
two draws and seven losses 
in away games pulled down 
the record to modest pro- 
portions, 

After ending the Ampol 
Cup preliminaries in last 
place in Group B, City 
started the premiership by 
trouncing Hellas Canterbury 


-2. 

Mike Dale, Kevin Perkins 
and vats owe were well 
supported by the younger 
brates which — included 
such players, as Alan Midg- 
ley, Rudy Kolednik, Neil 
Williams, Jock Morlando 
and Peter Terziovski. 

Then the team got 
caught up in injury prob- 
lems and lost the chance to 
challenge the leaders. 

In the first round they 
held APIA to 1-1 at home, 
and the crowd of 553 was 
about one-tenth of what 
could have been expected 
as a minimum when the 
South Coast boasted a high 
class team. 

‘After that they were 
torn apart in Croatia’s 6-2 
win, but by using the most 
defensive of tactics imag- 
inable they again held 
APIA to 1-1 at Lambert 
Park, 

In fact APIA had to 
come with a late goal to 
salvage a draw. 

In Peter Terziovski they 
produced a strong young 
goalkeeper with plenty of 
pluck and potential. 

Young Wilson, the State 
under-16 ‘keeper, was a 
great substitute also. 

Hugh Tinney again was 
the stalwart of the defence, 
aided by Midgley, Alan 
Thompson, and Andy 
Campbell ‘when he was fit. 

Darryl Glover, the former 
first team goalkeeper, and 
keener than ever, turned out 
on the field in the first team 
and settled in well towards 
the end of the season, using 
his height to advantage. 

He also helped whole- 
heartedly with the coaching 


of the minor teams, as did 
Alan Thompson. 

Peter Beggs picked up 12 
valuable goals, to see him 
finish on third place on the 
table to Atti Abonyi and 
John Doyle. 


President Maurie Lock 
and secretary David Childs 
worked hard to keep the 
club on even keel, but un- 
fortunately the spark that 
turns a club into a great 
club was not to be found. 

What, then, will produce 
a big club in Wollongong? 


Firstly they all but aban- 
doned the worthwhile 
name of Canterbury in an 
attempt to give themselves 
a Greek image. 


They made a valiant 
attempt to join the winners 
>y signing Zac Likourinos, 
Dimitrios Markopoulos and 
Alex Nobelis from Greece 
in their second major push. 


The latter pair produced 
mature skills, but whilst 
they lifted the team out of 
the rut they could not pull 
up near the leaders. 


When they left to return 
home Hellas slid to eleventh 
position out of twelve, al- 


beit ten points ahead of 
Yugal. 
Hellas’ 


to finally open their social 
club at Kyeemah, and it is 
to be hoped that this will 
provide funds to build their | 
team on a permanent basis. | 


In the context of Roth- 
mans League, Hellas often 
looked winners, although | 
they regularly Jost the | 
points. | 

Quite often they did play 
entertaining soccer, with 
new young goalkeeping dis- | 
covery Ali El Zein, Peter 
Balafas, Greg Brown and | 
John Katholis playing well. 


Johnny Welton and Terry 
Thompson were also valu- 
able members of the team, 
which unfortunately lacked 


| Ampo | 
| Cup on 
Jan. 27) 


The 1978 Ampol Cup 
‘ll start on January 27. 


other move was | 


4 A suggestion that the 


The formula is proving 
most elusive, but more men 
of vision are needed to 
bring the crowds streaming 
back. 


With one of Australia’s 
biggest migrant communities 
plus a local soccer back- 
ground that trails back into 
history, Wollongong should 
have the climate to succeed, 


When latecomers Can- 
berra can see out a national 
league season with their 
much smaller involvement 
in the sport, one is left to 


scoring power as Nick 


local Tsingolis could only hit the 


target occasionally. 

The most consistent play- 
ers surely was Johnny Zeros, 
who week in and week out 
produced the touch of 
class that all but trans- 
formed the team. 

Early in the year Hellas 


wonder just what can be 
wrong on the Coast. 

At last week's annual 
meeting of the NSW Fed- 
eration Wollongong played 
out their last drama, when 
they were omitted from the 
1978 competition due to 
non-payment of dues. 

Club officials, said they 
were $15,000 in debt, 
$7,000 of which is to the 
Federation, who will be 
thumbing through the play- 
ers’ contracts to see what 
they can raise as “secured 
creditors.” 


They just went on and 
on merely struggling 


Hellas took the initiative on three important fronts in 
1977, but succeeded in only one of them. 


was under the control of 
Walter Tamandl, but later 


secretary. 


B'TOWN QUIT 


Bankstown’s early burst had them in top 
position after four rounds and it appeared that 


their return to better cla: 


crowned with success. 


Injuries, especially _ the 
loss of defender Keith 
Edmonds, had them rocking 
during the year, and finally 
they slumped ‘entirely to 


lend up in 10th position. 


During the Ampol Cup 
series coach Roger Bam- 
forth worked on the side 
with the premiership in 
mind. 

Their performance was 
very weak indeed at this 
stage, and they could only 
come at the bottom of the 
‘A’ grouping. 

Then with Dennis Daley 
doing much of the scoring, 
Bankstown went on the 
rampage. Daley's final tally 
was 10 goals. 

They drew with Auburn 
in the first round, and then 
routed Yugal, with George 
Butler netting a hat-trick 
in the 6-0 win. 

Playing impressively they 
cleaned up Manly 2-0, 
Granville 2-0 and Suther- 
land 1-0, 

Early in July they had 
an unhappy match against 
Yugal. 

‘The game was abandoned 
at 2-2 when the referee was 
struck by Yugal player Ivo 
Rudic after he had awarded 
a penalty Bankstown's way. 

The Federation decided 
that the game would be 
replayed if necessary. 

This was at the stage 
when Bankstown could con- 
ceivably have reached the 
semifinals, so the decision 
gave them no joy. 


As it turned out they 
came nowhere near the 
final four placings, and no 
doubt coach Roger Bam- 


football would be 


forth saw a lot of his good 
work lost when reports of 
internal bickering in the 
committee became public. 
Whilst. Freeman held the 
goalkeeping position for 
much of the year, injuries 
forced the Towns to bring 
in both Gisborne and Lux- 
ford to fill the spot. 
Johnny Hargreaves, whom 
Wests would have liked to 
retain for national league, 
proved a very able man in 
defence and midfield. 


In Alan Shelldrick and 
John Lembryk, the latter 
only 17, they had two good 
defenders on the flanks, and 
Norm Penman was usually 
solid between them, Eric 
Williams, formerly in Bris- 
bane and with Wests, 
played well. 

In addition they had a 
group of forwards who 
should have shown more 
for the year, although often 


the service to them was 
lacking. 
At present they are 


under a cloud with the 
Federation, after delaying 
payment of their season's 
dues. 

Bankstown, especially a 
Bankstown that —_ comes 
under more _ businesslike 
management, still has some- 
thing to offer the sport and 
let it be hoped that their 
problem will be resolved, 


Most major clubs in Syd- 
ney have products of Banks- 
town district in their first 
teams, and few clubs are 
better fitted to be the 
nursery for even National 
team players of the future, 


— KG, 


HARD 


golden years coming in 


with Ryde. 
All evidence points to the 
ny 
in 


importations 

the first era, causing finan- 
cial crises that led to their 
dropping down to their 
present weakened state. 


In 1970 as Ryde-Yugal, 
they fielded Ivo Rudic and 
Zivko Trkulja with — the 
greatly talented Cajkusic in 
goal, 

Tlya Takac, now St. 
George coach, was theit 
midfield ace, and then came 
Nick Boskovski, Steve Vel- 
kovski, Tom Mihajlovic 
and Nick Serdarevic. 


After running third, 
fourth and fifth in 1970-1-2) 
they faded to Ith in 1974, 


By 1975 they were de- 
moted, only to come back 
again, but without real 
success. 

Then they held a place 
when the “big five” went to 
national league, and in 
1977, although demoted, 


After eleven years 
ball, North Sydney-Inter 


In the first three games 
this season, Inter collected 
four points from a win and 
two draws, yet at the end 
of the season the team’s 
tally was only seven points 
from two and three draws. 


Short of players with any 
experience, Inter promoted 
their youngsters — mainly 
South Americans — to their 
first team and although they 
tried hard, were just not 
good enough. 

True, many of their 
games were lost by the odd 
goal but they also got the 
biggest hiding of the year 
— thrashed 10-1 by Ku- 
ring-gai. 

Over the years, the club 
had — and still has — one 
of the most able, hard 
working administrators in 
the business in secretary 
Fred Leitner. 

His experience has cer- 
tainly delayed their demise 
into the lower grades by 
many years. 

Leitner has been “Mr. 
North Sydney-Inter” since 
the club was promoted to 


just about every need of 
the club and the players. 


a 


TRAVEL 


second division attending to wi, 


YUGAL FALL ON 


TIMES 


Formed in 1961, Australia Cup winners in 
1962! This was the original position, with Yugal’s 


two sequences, 1962-65 


and then again in 1970-72 when they combined 


the financial default of 
Bankstown and Wollongong 
has let them off the hook 
and they will apparently 
remain in State League. 

Over the years Joe Ala- 
gich and Ray Rootsey were 
two players who kept them 
on_a steady course, but in 
1977 there was virtually 
only Zivko Trkulja to band 
together a group who were 
mainly novices. 


Andy Mandrides was a 
lucky goalkeeper, and 
‘ony Zaknic, Branko 


Karanfilovski, Zivko Djur- 
isic and young Cuk were 
amongst those who put in 
whole-hearted performances. 

Bill Lupeski looked value 
as a forward at the start 
before he faded, 

The final tally was a 
dismal 9 goals for and 55 
against, although it should 
be said that occasionally 
there were very close losses 
to the better teams. 

— KG. 


North Sydney is 
down but not out 


— By CHARLES SPITERI — 


of second division foot- 
takes its first step back- 


wards into third division next season. 


His service to the game 
and his club was recognised 
this year when he served 
as chairman of the second 
division clubs’ committee, 


Inter rallied very little 
support to their cause over 
the years, but Fred has won 
many admirers who cer- 
tainly appreciated his tre- 
mendous efforts to promote 
the game. 


On the playing — staff, 
Inter’s talent was rather 
thin and perhaps one of 
their best players was goal- 
keeper Amabolon who had 
a great season. 


Towards the end, it is 
believed the club had dis- 
cussions with Mosman with 
a view to amalgamate, bui 
nothing came out of these 
discussions, 


The club is almost certain 
to carry on regardless and 
go it alone in third division 
in 
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